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he sanctioned the appointment of a commission " to make such ordinances as
shall be to the honour and advantage of Holy Church, to the honour of the
King and to his advantage, and that of his people according to the oath which
the King took at his coronation." This body, which consisted of Archbishop
Winchelsey, six bishops and eight earls, went by the name of Lords Ordainers.
In the following year they presented their reforms in thirty-five articles, and
among the suggestions put forward was the perpetual banishment of Gaveston
who was popularly regarded as the cause of king's misgovernment Once
again Edward fought to retain the company of his " brother Piers; " he
promised to accept all the " ordinances " if his friend were left untouched*
The Lords Ordainers would not hear of Gaveston being allowed to remain in
the country, and the king finally agreed to his banishment.

Gaveston had fled to France as soon as he learnt that the Lords Ordainers
meant to drive him from the court; but owing to his treatment of Edward's
queen he was as unpopular in that country as he was at home, and he was
therefore driven to find sanctuary in Flanders. By the end of November,
however, he was back in England; and the news that he was harboured at
Windsor was the signal for the Lords Ordainers to resort to arms. In the face
of this armed opposition Edward and Gaveston fled north : the baronial army
moved ponderously after them, and harried them out of one refuge after another.
Finally Gaveston shut, himself up in the castle at Scarborough; but a three-
weeks' siege forced him to surrender, and it was agreed that his life should be
spared, though he was to stand his trial for returning to the country after the
publication of the decree of banishment (May 1312).

Pembroke escorted Gaveston back to London; but near Banbury, while
Pembroke was absent on a visit to his wife, Warwick seized the favourite and
carried him off to his castle at Warwick ; and on igth June in the presence of
Lancaster, Arundel, and Warwick the wretched man was summarily executed
on Blacklow Hill. This dastardly piece of treachery and bad faith resulted in
Pembroke's desertion of the baronial cause; and Edward's resolve to make his
friend's murderers answer for their actions brought the country to the verge
- of civil war. The birth of the future Edward III. in November relieved the
tension somewhat, and in little over a month the basis of a settlement was
reached; But it was not until September 1313 that Edward and the Lords
Ordainers were formally reconciled, and even then it was apparent that there
was resentment on both sides.

Actually the real reason for this reconciliation was not a desire to forget
the past, but the threatened danger from the side of Scotland. In the northern
kingdom Bruce had taken advantage of the internal dissensions in England
and the ineffectiveness of the English king's government; and slowly he had
managed to wrest out of the conqueror's hands some of the important fortresses